
HUMAN RIGHTS 
ISSUE 

EXAMPLE CONCRETE CASE 

Freedom from slavery Workers on sporting event construction sites who are not 
paid their wages on time, in full and who are not able to 
leave their job if they choose 

Qatar World Cup 2022 

Freedom from 
discrimination 

Players who are faced with racist or homophobic remarks Racism in English football  

Eligibility criteria for competitions can discriminate against 
female athletes with differences of sexual developments 

Caster Semenya case 

Right to protest Fans or local communities subjected to police violence for 
protesting peacefully 

Beijing 2008 

Right to equal pay for 
equal work 

Female athletes whose prize money is often significantly 
less than men’s 

FIFA women’s World Cup 

Below minimum wage salaries for migrant workers on 
MSE construction sites 

2018 FIFA World Cup 

Freedom of religion Female athletes denied the ability to participate in sport 
because they wear a hijab 

Noor Abukaram 

Right to remedy by a 
competent tribunal 

Lack of access to remedy for human rights violations on 
sport 

Abuse of Child Athletes in Japan 

Lack of access to justice creating a culture of fear for 
Tokyo 2020 construction workers 

BWI report 

Freedom of expression Athletes removed from the competition or from the team 
due to statements or acts of protest 

Colin Kaepernick 

Freedom from cruel, 
inhuman or degrading 
treatment or 
punishment 

Coaches using extreme training practices leading to injury 
or restricting access to food 

Mary Cain 

Freedom from 
arbitrary 
arrest/detention 

Increased political crackdowns seen around large events 
as more countries use “sportswashing” as a means to 
justify autocratic regimes.  

Saudi Arabia F1 

https://www.independent.co.uk/sport/football/international/world-cup-2022-qatar-s-workers-slaves-building-mausoleums-stadiums-modern-slavery-kafala-a7980816.html
https://www.bbc.com/sport/football/49089209
https://www.cbc.ca/sports/iaaf-caster-semenya-human-rights-1.5115453
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2008/08/olympics-china-and-ioc-must-learn-mistakes-and-uphold-human-rights-values-200808/
https://www.goal.com/en-gb/news/what-is-fifas-prize-money-for-the-womens-world-cup-2019-how-does-/1prr3je0vxxyk193owz0eijhj4
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-50186728
https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/07/20/i-was-hit-so-many-times-i-cant-count/abuse-child-athletes-japan
https://www.bwint.org/web/content/cms.media/1542/datas/dark%20side%20report%20lo-res.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2020/06/01/colin-kaepernick-kneeling-history/
https://www.npr.org/2019/11/08/777542988/nike-to-investigate-mary-cains-claims-of-abuse-at-its-nike-oregon-project?t=1614243221424
https://www.aljazeera.com/sports/2020/11/5/saudi-to-host-f1-race-for-first-time-amid-human-rights-concerns


Right to housing Displacement of residents due to construction and 
demolitions regarding MSEs 

Rio Olympic Games 2016 

Child rights & sport Child labour in MSE supply chains Olympic merchandise for the 2008 
Beijing Olympic Games 

Cases of mental, physical, and sexual child abuse in sports Gymnastics 

(Land) Rights of 

indigenous people  
Inclusion of indigenous people in delivering MSEs Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth 

Games Reconciliation Action Plan  

 

https://scholarship.law.nd.edu/ndjicl/vol8/iss1/7/
https://bura.brunel.ac.uk/bitstream/2438/10635/1/FullText.pdf
https://bura.brunel.ac.uk/bitstream/2438/10635/1/FullText.pdf
https://thecorrespondent.com/739/why-womens-gymnastics-is-legal-child-abuse/1740638383-e7ff4274
https://gc2018.com/rap
https://gc2018.com/rap

